
OCEAN STARS TRUST  

18 students visit Ocean Stars 
projects in Sri Lanka and raise 
over £10,000 for OST before de-
parture.  

Ocean Stars Lanka  are now a 
registered Local NGO in the East-
ern District of Sri Lanka.  

A new preschool project started in 
Yatiyanthota, central Sri Lanka.  

National Geographic TV channel 
make a programme  about an 
Ocean Stars Preschool village.  
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2016  Highlights  

CURRENT WISH LIST 

£25 per month needed to spon-

sor a teacher. 10 teachers still to 

be sponsored. 

£10 per month to sponsor a 

child. 20 children still on waiting 

list. 

£125: A sewing machine to help 

women start up a business. 

PAGE 1: OST Chair’s Mes-

sage   

PAGE 2: Feedback from 

Calthorpe Park School stu-

dents 

PAGE 3: Feedback from 

Team 2 Volunteers 

PAGE 4: Launch of link be-

tween Fleet Methodist 

Church and Mandur Method-

ist Church in Sri Lanka. 
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  E-MAIL: 

oceanstarstrust@gmail.com 

PHONE: 01252 692248 

Donate securely on-line through  

Justgiving.com 
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A core team of 70 UK /Sri Lanka volunteers, translators, helpers, Ocean Stars Lanka 

Team, OST UK Trustees make the Ocean Stars October  Visit week memorable for all 

concerned. Over 6,000 people are impacted by the visit.  

Maureen Johnston,  OST Chair 
 
It’s been almost two weeks now since we returned from our 2016 
team trip to Sri Lanka.  As on previous occasions, it is taking me time 
to settle back at home.  My head is still full of the sights and sounds 
we encountered during our time there.  
It was great to be back, to meet again with our Ocean Stars Lanka 
team who work tirelessly for us.  We ask a lot of them and more than 
ever I am convinced of their commitment to OST and our dependence 
upon them as we seek to support and develop our work amongst the 
Batticaloa community.  
As I travelled around the schools, I met up with many of the teachers 
who have become my friends.  I taught in the classrooms and delight-
ed in the smiles and laughter that I shared with the children.  I was 
humbled by the sheer joy evident on a local man’s face when he re-
ceived his chickens, a gift bought from our gift catalogue. And like the 
rest of our team I was quite stunned to witness computer classes, 
sewing classes, English classes all taking place in Hope House, Ama-
planthurai, a remote and very poor part of the Batticaloa district.    
The work of Ocean Stars continues to progress, affecting and changing the lives of 
many living in remote and difficult circumstances in the North and East of Sri 
Lanka.  We are very aware that this would not be possible without your support and 
on behalf of all the trustees, I thank you.  Your gifts really are making a difference and 
changing lives.   
Merry Christmas Everyone!  
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18 students  and 4 teachers from Calthorpe Park School visit their link schools in  
 Batticaloa to bring fun and laughter to the forgotten children of Sri Lanka.  

 If your school, club or sports group would like to arrange a visit to Sri Lanka, to enjoy the 
experience of a lifetime, then please contact  

Dilanee at: jayddlimited@gmail.com 
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“This is an amazing experience that my daughter will never forget and is an experi-
ence that we as parents will never be able to give her. She has come back inspired 
and full of confidence and gained several life skills along the way. Sri Lanka was re-

ally special. Thank you.” 

“My son absolutely loved working with the children. He was surprised by how much 

he enjoyed this, He felt it was life changing and would love to go back. Thank you.”   

“My son says that words cannot convey what the experience was like for him.”  

“Thank you for a life-enhancing experience.”  

“This trip has really changed me so much. I will be a different person for the rest of 
my life. I feel guilty about all that I have at home.”  

“I have enjoyed every minute. I have learnt how easy it is to talk to people and 
make friends even if we do not speak the same language.”  

“This has been an amazing experience. The warm hospitable welcomes will stay 

with me forever. I feel I have made a difference and that is a special feeling.”  

“The children here don’t have any shoes and I have so many shoes at home.”  

Feedback from students and parents of Calthorpe Park School, Fleet, Hampshire 

mailto:jayddlimited@gmail.com
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“The organisation of the trip was amazing. Thank you for letting us have this opportunity to focus 
more on what is important in life ,and not just on our own lives. This trip has been life-changing.” 

Team 2 Volunteers tell their stories 

12 UK volunteers work with children in remote villages where Ocean Stars Trust UK have 
set up preschools. Revd. Rohitha De Silva, Chair of the Sri Lanka Methodist Church, 

Southern District, said, “Ocean Stars reaches communities that even the church has not 
reached. Thank you for the work you do for our people.”  

If you feel you would like to volunteer for our October trip then please contact  
Dilanee at: jayddlimited@gmail.com by 18.12.16. 

“I see my time working with OST as a time to give as much as I can to others, I really enjoy for-
getting my own (menial) worries and putting the work of the charity and the people we help first. 
But on returning I find the trip teaches me a lot about myself and the things I enjoy and the per-
son I want to be. I love working in a team of like-minded individuals and I just love working hard 

in the schools just to see how happy this makes the children. I mainly just hope I am able to 
contribute by spreading a bit of happiness and hope to others during the trip.” 

“What a wonderful trip that was!  I am really grateful that I had the opportunity to work with 

Ocean Stars and to see the great work that it is doing with those lovely people who live near  

Batticaloa.” 

“The work of Ocean Stars really is life-changing. Ocean stars positively impacts a number of 

children's lives and their families. I was unaware of quite how many communities they reach out 

to and how far they are. The most remote villages were given opportunities of a lifetime. This 

could be seen in the children's smiles everyday.” 

“I'm sure the rest of the team would agree with me when I say the schools we visited were des-
perately poor. Most had no electricity, running water, toilets or sanitation. Quite often the rooves 
leaked, and many had no tables or chairs for the children to work at. Having said that, the smil-
ing faces of the children and their friendliness will stay with me forever. They had nothing, but 

gave their love freely.   I feel humbled and privileged to have been part of it!” 

Batticaloa 

Feedback from volunteers of Ocean Stars Team 2, October 2016 

mailto:jayddlimited@gmail.com
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Revd. Dan Haylett from Fleet Methodist Church reflects on his trips to 

 Sri Lanka to set up links with Mandur Methodist Church 

Founder and Trustees of Ocean Stars Trust  

 
 

 

 

 

From left to right: Dilanee, Founder Ocean Stars Trust, Danny: Trustee, Maureen: Chair,  Jo: Secretary,  

John: Treasurer, Dan: Trustee, Jennie: Trustee. 

We would like to thank you all for your support.  

 
 

 

 

 

I first went out to Sri Lanka with Ocean Stars Trust in Octo-

ber 2015 with a group from Fleet Methodist Church with a 

view to creating a link between Mandur Methodist Church 

and Fleet Methodist Church. On arrival in SL the group from 

FMC were warmly welcomed by the Ocean Stars Lanka 

Team in spite of the torrential tropical monsoon rain which 

had arrived early. I was struck by the generosity and welcome we received.  

I find it hard to work out what I can offer the people of Mandur when all they want to do is to 

spend time with me. I was able to see firsthand the impact of the work of Ocean Stars who 

work very much in partnership with local communities.  

I find that food and hospitality go hand in hand in these rural communities that seldom see visitors. In 

Mandur we spent a day with the local community. We found that we were fed on the hour every hour and 

throughout the day with snacks. I have been trying hard to learn Tamil and the sheer joy and laughter that 

Sri Lankans have, especially when some random English Minister tries to speak in Tamil is entertaining! 

Transport in these rural communities is on the back of motor bikes. Some sections of road are impassa-

ble. During our visit in 2015 the team repainted the preschool and bought a cupboard so that the re-

sources could be stored away from the rain. Following this successful visit a team returned in 2016. One 

of the highlights for me this year was visiting the community on the back of a motor bike. Most of my visits 

this year were interspersed   with photo shoots and selfies on the back of a motor bike. The lay preacher 

who took me round was so enthusiastic about the local river that we had to stop every 300 yards to admire 

the wonderful, wonderful river. The beautiful, beautiful, really beautiful river.  My heart sank as every 3 

minutes he would stop his motor bike and look at me and utter the word Selfie? How many photo albums 

of me does he want?  

Returning for a second visit I have renewed the contacts and friendships I made last year. There is an im-

mediate strengthening of friendships because we have bothered to come back. 

As well as Mandur I travelled to Kilinochchi this year to visit the MAHADEVA Children’s Home project that 

Ocean Stars supports. It was inspiring to see how this community is moving towards living self sufficiently. 


