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O CE AN S TAR S TR US T 

 Opening of Little 
Stars Nursery 

    Opening of 
Karaveddy Playgroup 
rebuilt by OST after 
being damaged by 
floods in January 

2011 

 New toilets for 5 play-
groups 

 4 new wells provide 
clean water for hun-

dreds of children  

 Trust fund raising 
reaches £200,000 

Sponsorship for play-
group teachers @ £20 a 

month per teacher 

 

Sponsor a child and 
make a difference to the 

life of a child @ £10 a 
month. 
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CURRENT WISH 

Today was a highly 
anticipated day for 
myself and the rest of 
the team – we had 
the honour of open-
ing “Little Stars” 
Nursery. After a per-
ilous journey to the 
very remote village, 
we were greeted with 
the customary gar-
lands. We then cut 
the ribbon, lit the tra-
ditional lamp, and 
The Pastor, Dilanee 
and myself said a few 
words. We then had a 
brief but wonderful 
time with the kids 

who’ll attend “Little 
Stars” and the local 
families.  

Little Stars represents a 
whole new direction for 
Ocean Stars’ work. For 
me it felt great to give 
something back to the 
people from whom I’ve 
learnt so much. 

 

Dan Bunter reflects….The play-
group was located about 30 
minutes from the main road 
along sandy tracks often pitted 
with huge holes which made 
Suda think twice about carrying 
on. We were welcomed with 
garlands by the waiting women 
and children and a purple rib-
bon across the entrance. The 
ceremony inside on what was a 
very special day for Matt and 
OST.        

        

                                          

Carloyn...At the opening of 
Little Stars it was so moving to 
see so many people of all ages 
gathering, and to hear from the 
Pastor of the different ways 
they are planning to use the 
space. I was really humbled 
and challenged to see the man 
who had so generously given 
the land and then helped to 
clear it.  

LITTLE STARS NURSERY 
OPENS IT’S DOORS   

Matt Marshall….   I can't wait to see that dream come true!  

KARAVEDDY REBUILT AFTER FLOODS OF 
JANUARY 2011 

Driving past familiar paddy 
fields and across  flat ter-
rain we arrived to a wel-
come of some 60-70 mix 
of mothers grandmothers 
and tots.  A novelty this 
time was being paraded in 
to the new playgroup 
building by a minor percus-
sion band. Funds for re-
building the playgroup 
were provided by        

Danny Carter’s colleagues 
and friends. 

 The Village 
Elder who attended the 

opening ceremony spoke of 
childhood as a very special 
time. The foundations for 
life are laid at this crucial 

age of 3-5 years. He went on 
to say “ God first created 
light. Ocean Stars has given 
light to the children of 
Karaveddy. We thank you for 
all that you do for us.” 
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John Bunter….The 
playgroup is situated 
400 metres off the 

main road in the north of the town. 
You go down a sandy track past a 
mixture of houses, several of which 
are newly built since the tsunami to 
replace destroyed buildings. The play 
group opens between 8.00 and 11.30 
each weekday. Sadly the building is 
also a place where cows like to wan-
der: a fence is needed to keep these 
animals from mess-
ing up the immediate 
confines of the build-
ing. 

There are 48 3-4 year olds enrolled at 
the playgroup, but today only 35 or 
so turned up, as this week includes 

the Hindu festival of Diwali, and sev-
eral families appeared to think that it 
was a holiday all week! The children 
in fact come mostly from a 500 m 
radius of the building, though one 
little 5 year-old turned up (on his 
own!) about 40 minutes late as he 
lives 4 km away. About 10 of the chil-
dren have parents who work in 
“government jobs” (hospitals, police), 
whereas all the others rely on their 
fathers getting casual labouring jobs 
(often unsuccessfully, so these fami-
lies are very poor). 

Mrs Devaki, Mrs Vasikari, and Mrs 
Santharuby are the teachers. Mrs 
Devaki told us a lot about the school. 
The school had been built by the local 
council, but the Ocean Stars Trust has 
funded the school for the past 2.5 
years, paying teachers, and providing 

uniforms and resources. She is grateful 
for the help of OST. There is real pov-
erty amongst several of the families, 
often as they have families of 4, 5 or 
more children, and the parents do not 
earn very 
much, if any-
thing. The chil-
dren receive a 
meal at 10.30 – 
today it was 
chickpeas, a 
drink, and milk, and for some this is 
their only meal of the day. 

At the playgroup I gave the teacher the 
gifts from Charlton Horethorne Primary 
School, and she thanked us and said 
she would pass them on to the chil-
dren, as well as the messages. In re-
turn the children drew some pictures 
(named) to send back to Somerset, 
which reflect their own lives. 

COMRIE WEEKEND PAYS FOR WELLS and TOILETS ..a group of 
our Scottish stars spent a weekend at Comrie Croft, a beautiful rural hostel in one of the most 

scenic parts of the Scottish Highlands , engaging in outdoor pursuits whilst raising  money for Ocean 

 
KIRRANKULAM PLAYGROUP linked with 

Charlton Horethorne Church of England Primary 
School  
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David Speirs ….The sincerity of all the 
Ocean Stars team to the cause shone 
through here. All of their efforts to-
wards the weekend ensured that eve-
ryone knew that, whether they had 
opted to cycle, walk, jog or a combi-
nation of all three, were genuinely 
benefiting children and families in Sri 
Lanka.  As Helen and Sheila and 
lastly Janaki spoke I wondered what 
our children, Samina and Jehan, sit-
ting there, looking at and seemingly 
absorbed by the words and images 

they were seeing and hearing, made of it all. 
Why, I wondered if they asked themselves, 
were other children’s lives so poor compared 
to their own.?  

Playgroups at Mandoor, Addchakal and 
Karaveddy have benefited from wells and toi-
lets have been built at Thirukovil, Kirankulam 
and Mandoor Playgroups.  St Luke’s Primary 
school, Tarneland Playgroup in Brighton have 
also donated funds for the building of these 
wells and toilets. We would like to thank you 
all for making a big difference to the children 
who attend these playgroups. 

TOILET FOR 
KIRANKULAM 
NURSERY  

WELL for Mandoor 
1 

Thank you to Helen, Callum, Sheila 
and all Scottish Stars and friends for 

their amazing efforts in raising 
money for wells and toilets. 

It is amazing 
(must stop us-
ing that word) 
to see how the 
hard work that 
a lot of people 
in the UK put in 

enables so many Sri Lankans to 
help their own communities, 
whether as a nursery teacher, an 
Ocean Stars fieldworker or as all-
round superhero Ranchan . 

Ultimately, I count myself so lucky to have 
had this experience. I was dually inspired 
during the trip… First by the children and 
adults I met who have suffered war and 
natural disaster and yet still shared such 
generosity and joy with us, and secondly by 
the work of 
Ocean Stars 
both in the UK 
and Sri Lanka. 
As I said on the 
last night, al-
though I have  

spent quite a bit of time in time in 
places where people are living in cir-
cumstances that are unfair in every 
sense, this is the first time I have left 
with the sense that something is be-
ing done that is actually improving 
lives. I am definitely a committed 
“star” now - all that remains is to fig-
ure out an excuse to 
return to Sri Lanka! 

OST Team 2011member Lydia Marshall reflects... 



 

EGGPLANT SALAD 

CHILD SPONSORSHIP £10 A MONTH 

 

Ingredients 
 

1 1/2 lb Egg plant (Brinjal) 
1  pepper thinly sliced 

1 large onion thinly sliced 
1 tomato cut into cubes 

Tamarind juice or vinegar 
Red chilli powder 

Salt to taste 
Sugar to taste  
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GIFT AID 
If you are a new donor please con-
tact us about receiving a Gift Aid 
form. If you are a taxpayer, we are 
able to claim tax back on your dona-
tion. 

Gift Aid is an extremely important 
form of finance to OST. It should be 
noted that if you are a higher rate 
tax payer, you may be able to ob-
tain further relief on your Gift Aid 
donation in your tax return. 

Ocean Stars Web-shop  
www.buy.at/Oceanstars 

 Web shop 

We would like to remind you to shop at www.buy.at/Oceanstars. All you 
have to do is log on to our web shop at www.buy.at/Oceanstars and select 
the retailer that you would like to shop from.  You will then be directed to 
the normal on-line web shop of your choice.  Any purchases you make from the 
retailers will generate commission for Ocean Stars - at no additional cost to 

yourself.  Many of the big -name on-line retailers feature on the web shop 

e.g. Amazon, Marks & Spencer, John Lewis etc and many have free post-
age.  The commission they pay Ocean Stars is our reward for promoting 

their retailer. 

OCEAN STARS TRUST 
WWW.OCEANSTARS.ORG.UK 
ostteam2011.blogspot .com  

Method 
Wash the eggplant (brinjals) well 

and cut into 2 inch size pieces. Coat 
them with salt and a little turmeric 
powder and deep fry until egg plant 

is golden brown. Now cut all the 
above ingredients and place them in 
a dish. Then add the fried eggplants 
and season with salt, sugar, 1 tsps 
red chilli powder and tamarind juice 

or vinegar and mix well. 

Maggie...The older school children joined 
us.  At this point, I was so close to tears 
of pure joy because my sponsored child 
came in through the door.  I signalled to 
her who I was, and she gave me such a 
huge smile, I was choked. Visiting my 
sponsor family was a very humbling ex-
perience. What kept me going was the fact that the 
very little money I give each month really 
does make a difference . 

Ocean Stars has had a very special link with Grace 
Children’s Home in Vavuniya since 2005. Mrs Nada-
rajah who runs the home said she receives £2.50 
per child per month from the govern-
ment. This does not provide enough 
to even feed a child for a month. If 
you would like to help the children of 
Grace by donating £10 a month we 
will be happy to hear from you. 

Janine...I was bowled over by the 
warmth and welcome and smiles we got 
from the children, teachers, families, and 
how much effort 

they made to see us, they lead such 
hard lives, but simple lives. I think we 
have a lot to learn from them; the con-
trast in Colombo was obvious, but not so 
much as the fact that some people seem 
unaware of the plight of their country-
men in the north and east. An obvious 
highlight for me was to finally meet In-
dusthan and his family, and to present 
him with his bike, thank you so much for 
organising that for me.  

Kate..It is the relation-
ships I have made over 
the past three visits that 
takes me back to Sri 
Lanka each year: the 
boys at Grace, my spon-

sor family….. 

£10 a 
month 

You can make a REAL 
DIFFERENCE to the life 

of a child. 

Over 2,000 teddies knitted by people 
in the UK have made their way into 

the hands of a poor child in Sri 

Lanka. For a child who has no toys a 

teddy gives them something to cud-
dle and hold and possess.  If you 

would like to knit 
teddies for us then 
please do so and 
get in touch with 
us to arrange col-

THANK YOU FOR THE 
TEDDIES 

WWW.TEDDIESFORTRAGEDIES.COM 



 
When October arrives all our all teachers and children know that soon the Ocean Stars Team 
will be visiting and we look forward to this wonderful gift. In the Ocean Stars Lanka office the 
local team are all are busy making arrangements for your visit. We are all so happy to have 
the team with our people. Really I have to thank God for this incredible experience and I like 
to thank Dilanee for making me an Ocean Star. Also I cannot forget Danny and Helena. What a wonderful man 
Danny is always coming up with a simple solution to our DIY problems. A Big thanks to Danny for all the tools 
he donated to Ocean Stars Lanka. After your visit , Danny I went back to Addchakal and fixed the white board.  
 
All the OST UK team members are very kind, warm and amazing. After your visit to our playgroups the children 
ask  their teachers “When will our new teachers  come back to see us?”. You remain in the mind and spirit of 
our children. Learning the story of Elmer and all the different activities that you shared with us was wonderful 
for the children and the teachers.  
 
“Thank you” to all the team members. I hope you had a good time with us. Please feel free to send us more 
ideas. I hope to see you all return with OST Team 2012. A very special thank to the Ocean Stars Trustees. They 
are the people who enable this beautiful opportunity for all our people.        

 

Thank you for taking the time  to read our newsletter. 

We hope you continue to support our work in making a difference to the lives of the people of Sri 
Lanka. Donations made payable to “Ocean Stars Trust” can be sent to us at the above address. We 

will continue to keep you updated with our work 

  

 

 

             

Dilanee Bunter: Founder,  John Bunter: Chairman, Andrew Marshall: Treasurer,  Joanna Barton: Secretary 

 

 

  

Maureen Johnston: Trustee, , Bron Lambert: Trustee, Matthew Marshall: Trustee 

Trustees of the Ocean Stars Trust. 

Message from Ranchan, Ocean 
Stars Lanka Manager 

Rebuilding Shattered 
Lives 
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