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LATEST NEWS
Two high-profile teacher training events
held in July and October for over 100
teachers with a variety of workshops.
Sewing project at Yatiyanthota preschool
helps 12 mothers learn new skills and set
up their own business from home.
Ocean Stars Lanka wins award to work
in partnership with World Vision to deliver scaling-up nutrition workshops to
our preschool parents and teachers.
Three teachers from Calthorpe Park
School, Fleet visit their link schools and
bring joy and happiness to hundreds of
children with their workshops.
Three new preschools to join Ocean
Stars Lanka programme.
A donor from Australia provides six
special meals for the 280 children at Mahadeva children’s home, Killinochchi.
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WELCOME

Revd. Dan Haylett reports after his recent trip
to Sri Lanka in October. So much has been happening with OST/OSL that it’s hard to know
where to start his update! The work in Sri Lanka
is growing in terms of our influence and also in
the deepening quality of training and teaching
that is being offered.
“During the October trip we enjoyed spending
time with the Staff team, including a first October visit for Dharshan and Shalini – Project Manager and Finance Manager of OSL. They are
working closely with the rest of our great staff team: Sutharshan, Chitra and Pooja. During the
trip we also interviewed and appointed a new Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, Tharanika.
The growth of our work depends on this team, and OST/OSL are in safe hands.
We also heard about the significance of the Child Development Programme being rolled out
across our preschools, with our teachers leading each other in building up a community of practice. It was great to see this happening at the Teacher Training in October.
We celebrated the successful bid for support from World Vision for a Nutrition Programme to
be run from Mid-November, the first successful application from OSL as an All-Island NGO. This
represents a huge achievement for the team, supported by Dan and Zeddy.
The October trip was a great opportunity for volunteers to see the scope of OST/OSL work in
action. So many children are being impacted by the preschools, empowerment and loan projects, training, sponsorship programmes and gift catalogue all over Sri Lanka. Key to this work
is the excellent teachers underpinned by the OSL staff and your ongoing support. It is really
making a huge difference in supporting and empowering children and families to access education and transform their lives. Thank you for all that you do to enable this work to continue to
flourish.”

A new partnership with Blue Angels preschool, Colombo city Mission, is formed.
Chenkallady 2 preschool children enjoying playground donated by Calthorpe Park School Team
2019. They raised £10,000 this year for the work of Ocean Stars Trust.
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Co-Opted Trustee Amali Bunter reports of her visit to SL in October 2019.
I was really happy to be returning to Sri Lanka after four years to see the progress of Ocean Stars Lanka,
visit the preschools and projects, spend time with the staff and share the experience with fellow UK volunteers. The trip didn't disappoint! Ocean Stars has come a long way and our focus on 'quality' education
is really coming through within our established network of preschools and projects. Our all island staff
from Trincomalee, Yatiyanthota and Killinochchi attended the teacher training this year where we saw
our 3 preschool mentors training all the other teachers on how to monitor the progress of their children
and we had great fun thinking up ideas for lessons based on science, such as 'pushing' and 'pulling' with
the Megabloks. After almost 15 years of running we are also seeing the impact of the long-standing programmes, with our first ever sponsor child getting a place at university (the first time anyone in her whole community has ever accepted a place), and the local team has just received their first ever grant from World Vision to conduct nutrition training to preschool
teachers and parents. Despite all this progress the backdrop of the Easter bombings and
rise of mental health challenges / financial pressures in the rural communities demonstrated the importance of the Ocean Stars community, which is clearly valued by so many people across the country. Amali Bunter

Change a life through sponsoring a child for £15 a month.
We have supported Ocean Stars since its inception and had the
joy of meeting all 4 of our sponsored children, on our wonderful trip to Sri Lanka this October. The first, Kiruthika, is now
married, but came back to work with the Team and act as a
translator when we visited the preschools. We are now keeping in touch through “ What’s App”. Here we are with our two
Trinco sponsor children. There are many children in a number
of different OST-supported projects who would benefit greatly
from sponsorship. If you feel you would like to sponsor a child please go to their website :www.oceanstars.org.uk. Rodney & Anne Williamson

Two preschool communities celebrate the basic gift of water that will change their
lives. Thanks to Sunny-sid3 up and Crookham Junior School for their support.
KANCHARIKUDAH PRESCHOOL: A tap was provided for the preschool where parents have to walk 5
km to access water. A child enjoys a first cup of water from the
tap.

PATTIPALLAI PRESCHOOL: A tube well was
provided for this preschool where the surrounding ground is very rocky.
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As her one-year position as Monitoring and Evaluation Officer comes to a close Zeddy Kibet reflects on
her time in Sri Lanka.
Vanakam,
I joined Ocean Stars Lanka in January and since then I have had the most amazing time and experience of
my life. Meeting my new team in Batticaloa was exciting as I was looking forward to spending one year with
them working for Ocean Stars Lanka. This was an opportunity for me to work with an organization that provides quality education to children and supports community empowerment projects across Eastern Sri
Lanka.
Spending time at the preschools with the teachers and the little children as well as the sponsorship families
has been a great experience for me. Being part of a team that works towards giving hope of a better future
to these children through education is a fulfilling experience.
I also had the opportunity of working with the women at the community empowerment “Hope House” projects in helping them start their own businesses. Empowering women to start their own business is something I strongly believe in as they can be able to be independent and support their families financially. The community projects are also a safe space for women to meet and mingle with each other away from their busy lives at home.
The Ocean Stars Lanka staff have been a great support to me in every work that I was involved in. Anything that I needed
they have always been there to help. They have also taught me the different cultures and traditions of the people of Sri
Lanka and I have taught them about Kenya. It has been a great cultural exchange. Apart from being workmates, they have
been friends and family to me in Sri Lanka and I have always felt at home spending time with them.
Being in Sri Lanka means that I had the opportunity to travel across this beautiful Island to experience the culture and the
people in the different parts. One thing I can say is that the people of Sri Lanka are very hospitable and great hosts. They
have a magic way of making you feel at home with their beautiful smiles.
It is sad to say goodbye for now but fulfilling when I leave for Kenya knowing that I have impacted someone’s life in Sri Lanka
through Ocean Stars Lanka. This has been the best year of my life yet. The whole experience has taught me to be more appreciative of the little things in life and be more patient. I will miss Sri Lanka and everyone I came in contact with.
A big THANK YOU to Ocean Stars Trust for believing in me and giving me the opportunity to work with their team in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. GOD BLESS you all.
Mika Nandri,
Zeddy Kibet.

VOLUNTEERING ENRICHES THE LIVES OF OTHERS AND YOUR OWN
If you would like a life-changing experience and to make a difference to lives of children and families in Sri Lanka
then why not consider volunteering with Ocean Stars? Recruiting will soon begin for our 2020 trips so if you
would like to find out more please email us on: oceanstarstrust@gmail.com
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A Few Highlights from 2019
In Killinochchi we support two preschools with 90 children and Mahadeva Children’s home with 280 children.
A new playground was provided for
one of the preschools in May this year.
60 teachers take part in a 3 day
teacher training programme organised by Ocean Stars UK and Lanka in
partnership with Fonthill Foundation
UK, in July 2019.
Tharanika joins Ocean
Stars Lanka as Monitoring and Evaluation
Officer and will begin
her new post in January 2020. We warmly
welcome her and wish
her all the best with
her new job.

Shyami’s mother was in tears
as Shyami received her first
ever bicycle from Ocean Stars.
The gift was purchased
through our Gift Catalogue.
Please have a look at our Gift
Catalogue on our website and
give a gift this Christmas that
will change a life.

Ocean Stars Lanka Team

From left to right: Sutharshan: Director, Dharshan: Project Manager, Chitra: Office Manager,
Shalini: Finance Manager, Pooja: Sponsorship & Preschool Manager, Zeddy: Monitoring &
Evaluation Manager to December 2019.

Founder and Trustees of Ocean Stars Trust UK

From left to right: Dan: Trustee, Dilanee: Founder, Aidan: Trustee, Maureen: Trustee and Chair,
Jennie: Trustee, Jo: Trustee and Secretary, John: Trustee and Treasurer.
We thank you for your continuing support.

