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LATEST NEWS

Dear Friends and Supporters of Ocean Stars Trust.

 A new kitchen and well is

Thank you all very much for your loyal and committed support for our work in
Sri Lanka, empowering children and changing lives. In October I travelled to Sri
Lanka with 40 volunteers from the UK. We worked directly and indirectly with
about 3500 children during their visit. Seeing a sponsor child receive his first
 Avonbourne School in
ever bicycle and hearing him thank us for making a dream come true for him,
Bournemouth is taking 7
and the tears in his mother’s eyes as he received the bike, was one of many
students to Sri Lanka with OST
special moments. 21 students and 4 teachers from Calthorpe Park school in
in July 2018.
Fleet visited a tsunami village during their stay. The 75 families who survived
the tsunami in this village had been asked to move back to their own land here
 A new classroom is under
recently, so the school group were met by families living in very basic huts with
construction for an OST-funded
no sanitation, electricity or running water. The students were galvanised into
Yatiyanthota preschool, where
action to make a difference to these families, and revisited the village with the
numbers have increased from 5
local village committee and police to distribute emergency aid. As we approached one hut, a boy
students to 50 in 2 years.
came out and ran towards the students and teachers with a big smile on his face, as he was a
student at one of the link schools Calthorpe had worked in. He was so happy that we had made the
effort to come and visit his village and to show the local people we cared about them.
donated by OST to Kilinochchi
preschool.

CURRENT WISH LIST
It costs £120 a month for our
staff to visit our 15 preschools
in Batti and monitor their progress. Would you like to help
with transport and know that
you are changing lives in Sri
Lanka? Please email
oceanstarstrust@gmail.com if
you would like to help. Thank

The passing of Mr Rasanayagam is a very sad loss to OST. We have supported his work and the
450 children at Mahadeva since 2013, and many OST volunteers have visited this Children’s Home,
directed with love and care from dedicated staff. OST will continue to fund several projects at this
well-run Home, including a new preschool building .
I wish all our friends and supporters a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 2018.
Dilanee Bunter, Founder, Ocean Stars Trust.
OCEAN STARS LANKA TEAM: Ramiya (Office Worker),
Pooja ( Field Worker), Diana (Manager), Chitra ( Admin
Assistant). Our team on the ground work hard all year round
to make sure that our ground operations run smoothly. They
spend a lot of their time visiting our pre-schools in remote
villages. These journeys can be sponsored, so if you would
like to help our staff carry out their essential work then please
contact us on oceanstarstrust@gmail.com

SAD NEWS
It is with great sadness that we
announce the death of Mr
Rasanayagam, a real inspiration,
and Founder of Mahadeva
Children’s Home in Kilinochchi.

A team of 65 UK
and local
volunteers launch
OST Volunteer
Week in
Batticaloa, Eastern
Sri Lanka.
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Fleet Headteacher visited Sri Lanka with Ocean Stars Trust
Heatherside Infant School has been a strong supporter of
Ocean Stars Trust since it was set up in 2005. Several of our
projects have been funded by money donated by
Heatherside Infant School through their Harvest Festival and
Christmas assemblies. Christine Lynch, Headteacher of
Heatherside Infant School, travelled to Sri Lanka with the
group of volunteers in “Team 2” this October to see firsthand
the work of the charity as well as to visit their link preschool
at Amaplanthurai.
Chris reflects on some aspects of her trip: “The challenges
of working cross-culturally were exhilarating and, once on
the ground, it was easier to start and make decisions on the
spot about how to deal with situations e.g. making sentences shorter so the translators
could understand. I found that each preschool presented a different challenge that needed
to be responded to. The Ocean Stars Lanka team were amazing from the moment we
landed, and being met at the airport was very reassuring. It made me feel we had been met
by family.”
“Just to see the joy on the faces of the children and families shows the impact the work of OST is having. The children
really want to learn ,and the teachers are committed to them. They all undoubtedly enjoy coming to school and feel
proud that they attend.”
“The whole trip was both humbling and emotional and spiritually renewing. It was amazing to see what little the children
had but equally to see their thirst to learn. I just wish we could have been there longer, and I look forward to going back
but equally supporting OST work in the coming year in any way I can. Thank you so much.”

21 Students from Calthorpe Park School visited their link schools in Sri
Lanka, and raised £12,800 for the work of Ocean Stars Trust.
Comments from students and parents from Calthorpe Park School
after their trip: “I learnt that no matter what people are going through
there is always hope and happiness that can be spread.” ”The trip
exceeded all my expectations.” “I learnt about team work and developed
my leadership skills.” “A wonderful trip with wonderful guides and amazing
experiences.” “A trip of a lifetime and an experience that money cannot
buy.” “A life-changing experience that my son will take through his whole
life.” “ My daughter had a fantastic trip .”

OST Trustee Jennie Dunbar reflects on her first visit to OST projects
An absolutely amazing trip, which is hard to put into words. Dilanee and I opened a new
well and kitchen together at the Kilinochchi preschool. You could tell what a difference the
well and the kitchen were going to make, and the appreciation we received was
humbling . It was fantastic to see the OSL office and get to talk to the team properly. The
team are all fantastic and all have so much positive energy and are always eager to help.
The trip was amazing and really was a life-changing experience. I have a more
consolidated understanding of how OST functions and how the work really does make a
huge impact.
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750 knitted teddies make their way to Sri Lanka
Every year we take out teddies knitted by volunteers all over the UK to hand out to our Ocean Stars preschool children.
Often this is the only toy that they would have to call their own and the smiles as they receive these teddies are a joy to
experience. One of our faithful teddy knitters is an amazing lady called Mrs Iona Macphee who lives in Perth in
Scotland. Her daughter Sheena talks about her mum:
“When Ocean Stars was formed in 2004, I heard about your amazing efforts to create this charity through a
mutual friend of ours (Helen Oliver) and I didn't hesitate in signing up to sponsor a child and donate as
much as I could to try to help with the dreadful things happening in the beautiful island of Sri Lanka. I
passed on the information that there was a huge need for sponsorships and help in Sri Lanka but my
parents had already committed to pledging monthly donations for two other children in similar situations,
and felt they couldn't do much more. At that time my children were small and I was unable to find time to
knit in my already very busy life, However, I did mention the "Teddies for Tragedies" idea to my Mum,
knowing that she was a great knitter, had some time on her hands and that she could possibly help make
some toys to help cheer up the small children who had been left with virtually nothing after the dreadful
events of the 2004 Tsunami. And so her production line began!”
“My Mum, Iona MacPhee, who lived in Inverness at the time,
faithfully got to work
.
and would let me know that when she could, she would rattle through the pattern
and produce teddy after teddy in various bright and colourful wools that she got
either from the charity shop she volunteered at or through the many good wool
shops in the Highlands! She used wools that I believe she found in the back of cupboards that were remnants
of garments and items I only ever remember seeing as a child, in the 70s!”

.

Iona has knitted for well over ten years now and sent box upon box to Fleet knowing that there is often a trip to
Sri Lanka around October and she has tried hard to make as many as she can before that deadline whenever
she can. She is a widow now and stays in assisted living accommodation in Perth where she keeps herself and
her less than nimble hands busy with her knitting, as well as taking part in Tai Chi and weekly scrabble
nights. She is a wonderful lady with a kind heart, now in her 89th year, and says that for as long as she is able,
she will do all she can to put a smile on the faces of the young recipients of her colourful, knitted teddies, the
infants and small children of Sri Lanka. Thank you Iona!

We would like to thank ALL our teddy knitters for all their hard work and bringing joy to so
many children. The quest to collect 750+ teddies for our 2018 trip has already begun.
If you would like to knit a teddy then you can find the pattern on teddiesfortragedies.com.
If you would like a paper copy then please contact us.

Sponsor a child £15 per month

Gift Catalogue now online – and with PayPal

There are many children in a number of different OST
supported projects who would benefit greatly from
sponsorship.

Our Gift Catalogue is now available online in our web shop at
www.oceanstars.org.uk . You can also pay on-ine using PayPal and
customise your Gift Card at the same time – all very simple and very
quick. (We still accept payment by downloadable order form and cheque
if you have no PayPal account).

For just £15.00 a month a family can be helped with the cost
of food and education supplies for their children.
They are all very grateful for the extra funds they receive and
the parents of the older children use the funds for tuition,
travel, and buying school books. In Sri Lanka schools usually
finish around 1.30pm and it is normal practice for pupils to
attend extra tuition classes, later in the afternoon.
To sponsor a child, or for more information about any other
aspect of sponsorship, please contact the OST Secretary:
Jo Barton, 2 Dukes Mead, Fleet, Hants, GU51 4HA

Mark that special occasion by giving a gift on behalf on your family
member or friend. We guarantee that what you buy will reach a
grateful recipient. Say “Happy Birthday”, “Happy Christmas”, “Thank
You” or “I Love You” ,and add a personalised greeting. We will post the
greeting card directly to the nominated address.
If you simply want to make a donation – you can also use PayPal
(no fees - we receive all your donation).
Not an internet user? In order to keep costs down, we no longer routinely
send out printed Gift Catalogues but are happy to provide you with a
paper copy upon request – please contact us.

Give a Gift

jobarton2@gmail.com
Donate securely online through
Justgiving.com OR Virgin Money Giving

OCEAN STARS TRUST

Gift Catalogue
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Shona Holroyd, Co-Founder of Ocean Stars Trust, returns to Sri Lanka after
7 years, and reflects on her experience.
This was my third trip to Sri Lanka with Ocean Stars. It was indeed a very
special one as it gave me a chance to see how the charity had developed in the
12 years since I helped Dilanee set it up.
On our first trip, I recall Dilanee and I wondering how big Ocean Stars would
become in the years ahead. We even joked that one day we would have a plane
load of volunteers from the UK to visit all the projects. So at our first meeting
with both teams on Day 1 in Batticaloa, I had to pinch myself that this dream
was in fact now reality. What a feeling that was. This trip was also special for me
as I had the chance to share The Ocean Stars experience with my younger
daughter Emma ,who is now 17 ,and this is our last school holiday vacation
together .
It is difficult to convey in words what the work on the ground with the projects is like. It is just an
incredibly humbling experience. Our simple presence is such a gift to the people and they value that
more than any material gift. They just love to watch us and learn from us.
It was also fantastic to see all the great work done by the local Sri Lankan team Ocean Stars Lanka. They
work tirelessly with all the beneficiaries and their families and help them with all sorts of social issues. This
is such important work for people who are so often marginalised and forgotten in Sri Lankan society. It
was also great to see their new office and how the local operation functioned in the field. We also had a lot
of fun with the OSL staff too.
Finally I have to pay tribute to my fellow
Team 2 members (pictured). We were a
diverse group of people of various ages from
17 to 76, all with different talents but who
came together as strangers but ended the
trip as great friends. We all came with kind
hearts and we were all united by our desire
to make a difference to the lives of the
beneficiaries of Ocean Stars.

Founder and Trustees of Ocean Stars Trust

From left to right: Dan: Trustee, Dilanee: Founder, Danny: Trustee, Jennie: Trustee,
Kate: Trustee, Jo: Trustee and Secretary, John: Trustee and Treasurer,
Maureen: Trustee and Chair
We thank you for your support.

