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Ocean Stars Lanka 

821 have enrolled at the 26 preschools sup-

ported by Ocean Stars Trust UK and Ocean 

Stars Lanka.  

All schools in SL have been closed since the 

end of April 2021 due to a surge of Covid-

19. Our preschool children are all engaged 

in home-learning programmes.  

Over £2000 has been raised through our 6 

online mini quizzes organised by Mike Gard-

ner. Always a fun evening and we would like 

to say a huge thank you to Mike. 

All our preschools have now got a Tablet, 

and technology has improved communica-

tion between teachers, students’ families, 

OSL staff and with the UK.  

Five rounds of Tablet Teacher Training have 

empowered our teachers to use technology 

with confidence. 

Medicines for Covid-19 patients have been 

donated to Batticaloa Teaching Hospital.  

Ocean Stars Lanka is now a  valued NGO and 

regularly appears on local TV and Batti 

News. The Government Offices appreciate 

our services to the local people.    

LATEST NEWS Dilanee Bunter, Founder and Head of Operations of Ocean Stars Trust, reports on what contin-

ues to be a challenging time for the charity as with many other UK charities.  

I find it hard to believe this is our third Newsletter produced during COVID-19 restrictions. With the Easter 

Sunday bombings of 2019 and the ongoing pandemic our work as a charity has been challenged now for over 

two years.  

As I write this message the Covid-19 situation is very bad in Sri Lanka and there is a three-week curfew imposed 

on all citizens. All schools and preschools have been closed since the end of April having just returned for a 

month at the end of February.  

Curfews mean no work for most of the families we support as they rely on daily wage income earners. This in 

turn means there is a lack of nutritious food available for our preschool children and families. We are currently 

inundated with requests for emergency food parcels, emergency hygiene bags and medicines for Batticaloa 

Teaching Hospital.  

I am always so grateful for the continuous  support from all our Ocean Stars friends. Your kindness and gener-

osity has meant that in spite of all the difficulties we have faced we have not really had to cut back on the 

support we are able to offer. I would like to thank you because through your donations we have been able to 

continue with our mission of empowering children through education and bringing happiness, hope and joy to 

the forgotten communities of SL.  

The introduction of Tablets to all our preschools has transformed communications with our preschool staff. It 

has meant that during months of Home Learning teachers have been able to keep in touch with parents and 

our Ocean Stars Lanka staff. A teachers’ WhatsApp group has meant that good practice is shared   and teachers 

from all our preschools can communicate with each other. Weekly Zoom meetings with our teams in the UK 

and SL have also meant that our work has carried on uninterrupted. Feedback received from parents shows us 

they value the home–learning programmes and support they receive from our teachers. Parents have become 

more engaged in their children’s early years education and more aware of how important this stage of educa-

tion is in a child’s development.  

This Newsletter is going to focus on how Ocean Stars has kept going through the Covid-19 pandemic. As the 

situation in SL is currently very serious we have launched our 2021 Covid-19 Appeal. Details on Page 3. I wish 

you all a happy summer, and thank you again for your support for Ocean Stars Trust.     Dilanee 
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Sponsor a preschool for £1,500 a year and help a community to lift themselves from    

poverty by empowering the future generations through education.  

Preschool children learn about the environment and embark on a banana tree project.  

BACS DONATIONS                                                                                                                                                               

If you would like to make a donation by BACS please use the following details :                                                              

Account Name: Ocean Stars Trust 

Sort Code: 30-93-32 

Account Number: 02662990 

Reference: Gift 

GIFT CATALOGUE : Thank you for your purchases 

which transform the lives of the Recipients. Some of 
the gifts donated so far in 2021 include boats, bicycles, 
A4 paper, sewing machines, water filters and preschool 
uniforms and shoes. Our Gift Catalogue is available to 

view on our website www.oceanstars.org.uk  

All our preschools this year had the challenge of planting banana trees in April. The bananas will be harvested in August and the parents will 

sell the bananas at the local market and the money will be used to resource the preschool. The parents embraced this project whole heart-

edly and the communities came together to make sure the trees were planted. They have also planted vegetables and flowers. During cur-

fews and lockdowns the parents have taken it in turns to come in and water the trees and tidy up our preschool gardens. For our preschool 

children the process of gardening engages  all sorts of senses and helps them to develop and recognise them without even realising. They 

can feel the texture of soil, seeds, flower and petals. As children garden, they develop important motor skills that will help them improve 

their academic skills such as writing, cutting and typing. We would like to say a big thank you to our preschool manager who initiated this 

project. The parents have also enjoyed working with the children and it has been a positive experience for everyone.  

Our preschool teachers and parents  send their sincere thanks to all our UK donors and supporters for your donations which provide uni-

forms, classroom resources, pay the teachers wages and for teacher training . The children like attending preschool and there is a close link 

between teachers, parents, children and our Ocean Stars Lanka staff. The Preschool Bureau in Batticaloa is very supportive of all the work 

we do and is always asking us to work with more preschools!! Our Early Years Assessment Tool is an initiative which is respected by local 

Primary schools and the Preschool Bureau.   

 We welcome Jegani who joined us as Sponsorship 

Manager and Preschool Assistant in February 2021 

and Dilukshi who joined us as our Monitoring and 

Evaluation Officer in 

May 2021.  

LAUREN: OST Volunteer in 2019, the year of the Easter Sunday  

bombing, reflects on the impact the trip has had on her as she 

prepares to go to University later this year.  

We had been preparing for our trip for 4 months when Sri Lanka was 

devasted by Easter Sunday bombings. I really didn't want this to stop the 

trip from going ahead though we went from going , to not going, till finally 

in September 2019 the UK government lifted travel restrictions to SL and 

we were going!!  The months preparing meant that we got to know the 

other volunteers and make lifelong friendships. I loved every minute of my 

time is Sri Lanka. At the Mahadeva children’s home we enjoyed making 

Cat’s Cradles with the children. There was a lot of laughter and language 

was not a problem. At the sponsor evening I was talking to a sponsor child and mother who 

said how sponsorship has completely transformed her life.  I will never forget the lunch we had 

with the boys from Grace Children’s Home who are now young adults and living happy inde-

pendent lives. They were clearly grateful for all the support that OST had given them in their 

childhood growing up in an orphanage. I would like to encourage anyone thinking of volunteer-

ing to do it! It opens your eyes seeing such a different way of life.  

Boys from Grace Children’s 

Home and Sponsor Evening 

 

Jegani Dilukshi 
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EMERGENCY AID FOR COMMUNITES DURING 

COVID-19 SURGE IN SL.  

Donate £10 towards our ongoing work in Sri Lanka by                                               

TEXTING oceanstarstrust to 70085   

 (Texts cost £10 plus one standard network rate message). 

Hi, I’m Dishanthini. I work as the Preschool Manager and Sponsorship Supervisor for 

Ocean Stars Lanka .I’m so happy to work with this organization. OSL helps many pre-

schools. In Batticaloa -21, Trincomalee – 1, Yatiyanthota –1, Kilinochchi – 2, Colombo 

–1, a total of  26 Preschools under our organization. We look after all the needs of our 

preschools.  

Example: Last year the children’s education was disrupted due to the Covid-19 virus. 

Ocean Stars Lanka worked closely with OST UK  and through generous donors we were 

able to  provide 25 tablets to 25 schools. By using the Tablets teachers were able to 

communicate with their families and introduce a home-learning  programme. Teachers 

were able to post their work on the WhatsApp group. Teachers were able to communi-

cate with each other and give each other ideas. 

All the parents are very happy with our home-learning programme. We also gave food parcels to all our sponsor 

children and teachers and some of our poorest preschools.  We  also gave uniforms to the students, and  sarees 

to the teachers. Each child also received a school bag.  

When the curfew was lifted each preschool had to have a sink, water tank and soap to be Covid compliant and 

to open. With support from OST UK each of our Batti preschools received water tanks, sinks and tank stands. 

Through the UK Gift Catalogue we were able to distribute a  water filter for 

Ammankulam and Kilakkin Oli  pre schools. We also gave a resources cup-

board,  students chairs and tables to Chenkalady 2, Kilakkin Oli preschools. 

Some sponsor children received stationery gifts through the Gift Catalogue.  

Our preschool teachers, students, and I would like to express our gratitude 

to Ocean Stars Lanka and OST UK Trustees for providing such assistance. 

Moreover, we pray to God that you will continue to assist us in empowering 

children through education.  

Hi I’m Jegani, Sponsor-

ship Manager and 

Preschool Assistant 

for Ocean Stars Lanka.  

I am very proud to be 

working for OSL as 

they provide social 

welfare to families 

living in poverty. The 

beneficiaries on the ground are orphans, 

women-led households, children who have 

been abandoned  and families living in 

poverty. I visit our sponsor children regu-

larly and monitor their expenditure. I send 

weekly reports to the UK and collect draw-

ings from the sponsor children for their UK 

sponsors. I have been busy sorting out 

food parcels for our sponsor families as 

they are suffering at the moment with no 

food. I thank God for this very special job 

that I have and I 

love my work 

and my col-

leagues.  

OST has been inundated with requests for food parcels and hygiene bags as the cur-

fews and lockdown in SL mean that families have no income. As of the beginning of 

June OSL have distributed over 250 food parcels and more have been ordered. Medi-

cines for Covid-19 patients have been donated to Batticaloa teaching hospital.   As the 

only NGO to be working on the ground helping Covid-19 patients, OSL has had a  lot of 

praise and thanks from the Batticaloa local government officers. As central relief funds 

do not reach our remote communities, OSL has been a lifeline to many families and 

hospital patients.  

 

OST UK LAUNCHES COVID-19 APPEAL 2021. CAN YOU HELP 

US TO HELP FAMILIES IN SRI LANKA? PLEASE GO TO OUR 

WEBSITE FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO GIFT AID                  

YOUR DONATION. 
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Kilmiya now 23 has been sponsored by Ocean Stars Trust since she was 7 years old. Her family 

suffered during the Tsunami and lost their home and were eventually given a new home. Her father 

is a fisherman and her mother is a housewife. Kilmiya’s dream has always to go 

to University. Thanks to our sponsorship support Kilmiya was able to get all the 

support she needed to fulfil her dreams. She is now in her third year at the Uni-

versity of Jaffna and has been selected to follow an Honours course in Zoology. 

Kilmiya has been studying online over the last year and has been following her 

classes on her phone including 4 hour practical sessions. OST UK were able to 

donate Kilmiya a laptop recently and she is delighted with this gift. She now 

wants to become a science teacher. Kilmiya is the first girl from her village to 

get to University  and we are all very proud of her achievements. Sponsorship has transformed Kilmiya’s 

life. Please refer to our website if you would like to sponsor a child and transform the life of a child.  

 

From left to right: Chitra: Office Manager, Dishanthini: Preschool Manager, Shalini: Finance and Project  

Manager, Jegani: Sponsorship Manager and Dilukshi: M&E Officer. 

Ocean Stars Lanka Team 

Founder and Trustees of Ocean Stars Trust UK 

From left to right: Dilanee: Founder, Dan: Trustee, Jo: Trustee and Secretary, Maureen: Trustee and Chair,  

 John: Trustee and Treasurer, Jennie: Trustee, Aidan: Trustee 

We thank you for your continuing support.  

Tablet Teacher Training          

Our teachers are very grateful for 

the 5 Tablet Teacher Training ses-

sions they have received.  Daily 

registers, Assessment Tool Data and 

WhatsApp are  some of the ways in 

which the Tablets have enhanced 

communication.  

THE STORY OF KILMIYA SPONSORED BY OST SINCE 2006 AND NOW IN HER THIRD YEAR AT THE UNVIVERSITY OF JAFFNA 

CALTHORPE PARK SHOOL STAFF REFLECT ON THREE CANCELLED TRIPS TO SRI LANKA 

The annual Calthorpe Park trip to Sri Lanka in October 2019 had to be cancelled due to the Easter Sunday bombings and two trips planned 

for July and October 2020 had to be cancelled due to the covid-19 pandemic.  The staff have reflected on the understanding, compassion, 

maturity and sensitivity with which the students have dealt with their disappointment. The staff feel sad for the students who have missed 

out on an experience of a lifetime. Having been to Sri Lanka for 7 consecutive years they have seen the Sri Lankan students growing up over 

the years. The SL students are always smiling and willing to enjoy whatever activity the students do with them. The staff miss the friend-

ships, the food, the warm hospitality and the beautiful landscape of Sri Lanka. We are all waiting till we can restart our tr ips to SL once 

travel post Covid-19 is back to being safe 

and restrictions are lifted.  

 

 

Kilmiya with her 

proud parents  

Charlotte, Ross and Wendy  

look forward to returning  to 

Sri Lanka.  


