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- Gift catalogue gifts distributed 

- UK volunteers spend time work-
ing  in Playgroups in Sri Lanka 

- Edinburgh Global Partnership 
(EGP) prepare  to send out a team 
to build a new playgroup  

----    Pupils at Calthorpe Park School 
start preparing for their trip in 
October 2013.    
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2013 Highlights so far 

CURRENT WISH 

LIST 

£25 a month needed to spon-
sor a teacher. 15 teachers 
still to be sponsored. 

-£10 A MONTH to sponsor a 
child. 10 children still on 

waiting list. 

PAGE 1: Founder’s Message 
and Calthorpe Park School 
Fleet prepare for Sri Lanka. 

PAGE 2: Gift Catalogue and 
Teacher Training morning 

PAGE 3: Batticaloa home to 
OST work in Sri Lanka. 
Recipe and OST Curry Eve-
ning. 

PAGE 4: Message from Mr 
David, Divisional Director of 
Education for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Sri Lanka.  
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Preparations are well under 
way at Calthorpe Park 
School for their visit in Octo-
ber 2013. Regular meetings 
are held as the group pre-
pare their London-based 
activities to introduce to 

classes of 
up to 30 
pupils at a 
time.  

Some students will be in-
volved in launching a sports 
initiative to try and get more 
children involved in sport. 
Fundraising has already be-
gun to buy sports equipment 
for the school. Pupils from 
local schools in the area will 
also be invited 
to this event. 

Some pre-trip reflections from 
students: “ I want to go to Sri 
Lanka and have the chance to 
experience new things and help 
people who need it.” “ I feel ex-
cited.” “ I hope to learn about not 
taking life for granted. I want to 
help other 
people and I 
think it will 
be a life 
changing 
experience.”  
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Welcome to our seventeenth 
newsletter. As the work of 
Ocean Stars Trust continues to 
grow from strength to strength it 
is time for me, as Founder of 
the Trust, to thank you all, for 
your continued support for our 
work. If not for your kindness 
and generosity none of this 
work could happen on the 
ground for the forgotten chil-
dren and families and commu-
nities that OST work with. See-
ing the work on the ground 
often leaves me inspired and 
amazed at what we have 
achieved. I would also like to 
thank Ranchan and our team in 
Batticaloa for all their hard work 
in making sure our operations 
on the ground run smoothly. 

Thanks to OST over 500 children 
are able to attend pre schools and 
have the best possible start to their 
education. Mr David ,who is Divi-
sional Director of Education for the 
Eastern District of Sri Lanka told 
OST that when he visits primary 
schools in remote villages he no-
tices straightaway the children who 
have been to a pre school. They 
are more confident and have good 
social and play skills. Quite often in 
these remote communities the only 
pre school is the one supported by 
OST. 

As many of our sponsor children 
grow older and begin to take 
exams the trustees have decided 
that our policy will be to sponsor 
a child until they take their A 
Levels as  most students then go 
on to University  After that the 
sponsorship will be given to a 
younger child on our ever grow-
ing waiting list. OST would like to 
thank all our sponsors for their 
kindness in investing in the future 
generation of children in Sri 
Lanka.  It is amazing how £10 a 
month can transform a life. I 
hope you enjoy reading our 
newsletter and thank you again 
for all your support and making 
the Ocean Stars 
dream a reality. 
Dilanee OST Foun-
der and Trustee. 

Calthorpe Park School Fleet, Hants links up with  Puliydimunai 
School, Batticaloa. Fifteen students and two teachers to visit Sri 

Lanka in October 2013. 
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GIFT CATALOGUE DONATIONS FOR 2012 

Little Stars Playgroup 
teacher receives pen-
cils, crayons, colour-
ing books and a water  
filter. 

Several gift catalogue donations were 
distributed to very grateful recipients dur-
ing Dilanee’s visit to Sri Lanka in April 
2013. The recipients, who were mainly 
children, were at school, so the gifts were  
received by their parents. Two mums 
receive a drink bottle and a first pair of 
school shoes for their children. They 
thanked OST for helping their children . 

Some of our sponsor children had re-
quested dictionaries and English grammar 
books to help with their studies. Sahana 
and Minoo want to study English at Univer-
sity and have done their A Levels. They 
were very happy to receive these books 
which they could not have bought for them-
selves.  Students in Sri Lanka usually have 
to wait two years after A Levels till they get 
a place at University.  Sahana and Minoo 
will continue with extra English classes dur-
ing these two years. 

 

 

New to our Gift Catalogue were goats 
and two were purchased as gifts in the 
UK for families in Sri Lanka. I visited the 
proud recipient of our two Ocean Star 
goats in April 2013. Siri Kallar, a single 
mum who lived in a very small shack 
with her two children, was overjoyed to 
receive the goats and hopes to make an 
income from them. So a very Big Thank 
You from all the gift catalogue recipients 
to our supporters for making a big differ-
ence to their lives. A copy of our cata-
logue is available on our website 
www.oceanstars.org.uk 

One of our more expensive Gift Catalogue items was a boat for the 
families of Vellaimanal where OST sponsors over seventy children. 
This was a difficult decision as three families had requested a boat 
and only one family received one. If you would like to donate to-
wards a cost of a fishing boat which comes to £350 with all the 
equipment then please contact us via e-mail or phone. The fisher-

man who received the boat has three children and up until now has only been able to go out with 
friends on their boat. Now that he has got his own boat he is looking forward to having more choice 
about where he fishes and having the opportunity to provide for his three children, who screamed with delight when they saw 
their father’s new boat. The family have tried to get on our sponsor schemes but have been unlucky 
each time so OST were pleased to help the family. 

One of the highlights of our OST trip every 
October is the organising of a Training morn-
ing for all the teachers who work for us. The 
emphasis last year was on free play where a 
variety of activities were prepared for the chil-
dren (teachers) and then they had to choose 
what they wanted to do and how long to 
spend at each station. The teachers were 
amazed at how this simple action can help 
children develop social and emotional skills, 
knowledge, and  build creative skills. At the 
end of the morning we all come together and 
share a song that the teachers can then cas-
cade back to their playgroups. OST also 
hands out to each playgroup a large bag of 
resources to keep them going for the rest of 
the year. Each teacher is also given an atten-
dance certificate. The feedback  we receive is 
always positive and the teachers really value 
the time we spend with them. 

OST TEACHER TRAINING Ocean Stars Web-shop  
www.spendandraise.com/oceanstars 

We would like to remind you to shop at 
www.spendandraise.com/oceanstars. 
All you have to do is log on to our web 

shop at www.spendandraise.com/
oceanstars and select the retailer that 
you would like to shop from.  You will 
then be directed to the normal on-line 

web shop of your choice.  Any pur-
chases you make from the retailers will 
generate commission for Ocean Stars - 
at no additional cost to yourself.  Many 
of the big-name on-line retailers feature 
on the web shop e.g. Amazon, Marks & 

Spencer, John Lewis etc and many have 
free postage.  The commission they pay 
Ocean Stars is our reward for promoting 

their retailer. 

 



      The old and new Kallady Bridges 
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GIFT AID 
If you are a new donor, please 
contact us about receiving a Gift 
Aid form. If you are a taxpayer, we 
are able to claim tax back on your 
donation. 

Gift Aid is an extremely important 
form of finance to OST. It should 
be noted that if you are a higher 
rate tax payer, you may be able to 
obtain further relief on your Gift Aid 
donation in your tax return. 

BATTICALOA TOWN, THE HUB OF 

OCEAN STARS WORK IN SRI LANKA. 

Devilled Prawns  

1 lb Prawns, shelled and drained 

1-2 onions, sliced 

2 tomatoes, cut into wedges 

2-3 banana peppers, cut into diagonal pieces 

3 cloves garlic, minced 

1/2 inch piece of ginger, minced 

1 tbsp soy sauce 

1 tbsp tomato sauce/ketchup 

1-2 tsp chillie powder 

1 tbsp vegetable oil 

Salt to taste  

Fry the garlic, ginger and chillie powder till fragrant.  
Add the prawns and cook till it turns pink. (Don't over-

cook) 
Add the remaining ingredients and cook till the onions are 

wilted a bit. 
Serve hot.   ENJOY!! 

The town of Batticaloa where the hub of OST work in Sri Lanka takes place  is situated along the 
eastern coast of Sri Lanka. It is on a flat coastal plain boarded by the Indian Ocean on the east 
and occupies the central part of the eastern Sri Lanka. Its average elevation is around 5 meters. 

Batticaloa is also known as the land of the singing fish. It is rumoured that their melodious sounds can be heard from 
the Kallady lagoon between April and September. The reason people consider the phenome-
non ‘magical’ and ‘romantic’, is that the singing fish usually perform their serenades at night 
usually during full moon or low winds. Ocean Stars visitors are always amazed by the amount 
of water and low lying land there is around when we travel to our playgroups. Batticaloa dis-
trict is formed of three lagoons:  Batticaloa Lagoon, Valaichchenai Lagoon, and Vakari 
(Panichchankerni) Lagoon. Batticaloa Lagoon is the largest lagoon 
and is 56 km long 162 square km area, extending from Panku-
daweli in the North and Kalmunai in South. Batticaloa town is the 

administrative capital of the Batticaloa District. The Eastern University of Sri Lanka is situ-
ated in the town of Batticaloa. The beaches of this area are serene and beautiful and un-
spoilt.  
      The Kallady Bridge connects Batticaloa North and South, on the Akkaraipattu-
Batticaloa-Thirukkondiadimadu road. Till recently the bridge was only able to cope with one 
way traffic so bicycles, motor bikes, buses, vans, tuk tuks all had to wait to be allowed to go through. However on 
Friday, 22 March 2013 the New Kallady bridge was opened and has made an amazing difference to the people of 
Batticaloa town. 

    

The Ocean Stars Curry evening is an annual fund raiser for the Trust and helps towards their 
target of raising £20,000 through fund raising efforts. One hundred and twenty five people 

attended this years event and John provided the quiz for those eager 
quiz mad / curry eaters. Music was provided by pupils of Calthorpe Park 
School. The food was cooked by supporters of OST and all the curries 
were made to Sri Lankan recipes. The Devilled prawns is one of Dilanee’s favourites and she 
recommends you try this one out at home. This year’s event raised £1000 for the work of OST. 

OCEAN STARS CURRY EVENING  

http://www.spendandraise.com/oceanstars  

Travelling to some playgroups requires 
crossing a lagoon by boat. People, animals, 
bicycles, motor bikes, vans all crowd in to 

make the  hourly crossing. 
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Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. 

We hope you continue to support our work in making a difference to the lives of the people of Sri 
Lanka. Donations made payable to “Ocean Stars Trust” can be sent to us at the above address. We 

will continue to keep you updated with our work 

  

 

             

Dilanee Bunter: Founder,  John Bunter: Chairman, Andrew Marshall: Treasurer,  Jo  Barton: Secretary 

 

 

 

Maureen Johnston: Trustee,      Kate Whyatt: Trustee,   Matthew Marshall: Trustee,  Danny Carter: Trustee 

Trustees of Ocean Stars Trust 

REGISTERED CHARITY 1110022 

Dilanee meets Mr. David, Divisional Director of 

Education for the Eastern District of Sri Lanka  

Dilanee first met Mr David in 2005 after the Tsunami in which he lost his wife and twelve other members of his family. 
OST set up The Vincent School sponsorship scheme in memory of Mr David’s wife, who was deputy head teacher at 
the time. OST has been sponsoring Selestina, Mr David’s daughter, since 2005 when she was10 years old, and had 
just lost her mother.  Dilanee met with Mr David in April 2013. Mr David said that his eyes see the poor and ne-
glected people of Batticaloa. Their resilience in the face of intense adversity keeps Mr David focused on helping 
them. He sees students as tomorrow’s leaders. Education opens doors for the poor and neglected people of society. 
He is greatly appreciative of all the work done by OST to help improve the lives of the disadvantaged and poor of 
Batticaloa. He is particularly thankful that we reach out to communities in rural villages that the world ignores, the 
forgotten people of Sri Lanka.  Mr David has asked me to pass on his personal thanks to all OST supporters and do-
nors who through their generosity empower OST to carry out this valuable work for the people of Batticaloa Sri 
Lanka. 

Ocean Stars Trust: Rebuilding shattered lives in Sri Lanka  


